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desperadoes, steamed up and down the coast spreading the
doctrines of the Revolution, sometimes, as at Alicante,
using cannon as the mouthpiece of their propaganda. In
most cities the social movement was marked by bitter hostility
to the Church and Army* In the country districts, cursed
by latifundia, absentee landlords, grasping agents, and by
the number of holidays enforced by the Church, it was
communistic; parish assemblies enthusiastically abolished
property in law.
In this manner life went on in Spain sixty years ago.
Does it not resemble what is happening to-day ?
There was political chaos and little social progress of
any kind. It remained fundamentally the Spain of Borrow,
Gautier, and Ford. There was, however, one bright spot
on the horizon during that dreadful period of turmoil.
Workers in the big cities, and then agricultural peasants
on the countryside, under the tuition of men who were dis-
satisfied with the body politic and the Church, for the first
time had begun to show an interest in politics. They were
interested because they discovered or believed that only by
concerted action they could achieve for themselves that
which the rulers would never grant them. The first
promptings of extreme Radical education came from the
Anarchists, and it is interesting to note that after the
Spanish-American War of 1898, in which Spain was forced
to give up Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines, there arose
a generation of writers, educators, and progressives who had
learnt their political alphabet from the Anarchists. As the
last scattered islands of the great empire were being sold
by a bankrupt country, and as the last faint sparks of
* My italics. The statement from Butler Clarke is given to show
the intensity of the people's struggle against absolutism; an intensity
repeated in the 1936 Civil War.—C. P.

